
Half in Ukraine oppose joining NATO
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KIEV, Ukraine - More than half of Ukrainians say they would vote against joining NATO, while 32 percent
would vote for membership, a poll indicates.The survey was done by Ukraine's Democratic Initiatives
Foundation, the Russian Novosti news agency reported.The North Atlantic Treaty Organization now includes
many former Warsaw Pact states, including Poland, Hungary and the Baltic states.Last week, the Ukrainian
foreign minister requested that the country be considered for membership, but on Saturday Prime Minister
Yulia Tymoshenko said that the issue should be put to a referendum. Russia has also warned that it would take
"appropriate measures" if Ukraine becomes a NATO member.The poll found that almost 52 percent of
respondents agreed with the proposition that NATO is "aggressive" and "imperialistic." A spokeswoman for
Democratic Initiatives said that many of those who oppose membership are concerned about Ukraine's
relationship with Russia. 	
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