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A study has led reÂ-searchÂ-ers to specÂ-uÂ-late that career sucÂ-cess may be partÂ-ly geÂ-neÂ-tic.The
supÂ-poÂ-siÂ-tion rests in partÂ-iÂ-cuÂ-lar on two new findÂ-ings, the inÂ-vesÂ-tiÂ-gaÂ-tors said: that
willÂ-ingÂ-ness both to take risks and to trust felÂ-low huÂ-mans seem inÂ-herÂ-itÂ-ed. Since asÂ-tute
judgÂ-ment in both areÂ-nas are cruÂ-cial to sucÂ-cess in busiÂ-ness and a range of othÂ-er fields, that
itÂ-self might be heÂ-redÂ-iÂ-tary, they reaÂ-soned.
The reÂ-searchÂ-ers adÂ-mitÂ-ted that
cirÂ-cumÂ-stances alÂ-so give rich kids a leg up, but arÂ-gued that genes conÂ-tÂ-riÂ-bute.The study by the
InÂ-stiÂ-tute for the Study of LaÂ-bor and the UniÂ-verÂ-siÂ-ty of Bonn, both in Bonn, GerÂ-maÂ-ny, was
pubÂ-lished onÂ-line as part of â€œdisÂ-cusÂ-sion paÂ-perâ€• seÂ-ries on the inÂ-stiÂ-tuteâ€™s
webÂ-site.The reÂ-searchÂ-ers used daÂ-ta from a surÂ-vey of 3,600 GerÂ-man parÂ-ents and their
chilÂ-dren. On avÂ-erÂ-age the chilÂ-dren were 25 years old; more than 40 perÂ-cent were no longÂ-er
livÂ-ing with their parÂ-ents.
In â€œwillÂ-ingÂ-ness to take risks, chilÂ-dren are asÂ-tonÂ-ishÂ-ingÂ-ly
siÂ-mÂ-iÂ-lar to their parÂ-ents,â€• said UniÂ-verÂ-siÂ-ty of Bonn econÂ-oÂ-mist ArÂ-min Falk. â€œThis
is not onÂ-ly true for the overÂ-all esÂ-tiÂ-mate, but alÂ-so for the difÂ-ferÂ-ent catÂ-eÂ-gories. There are
peoÂ-ple, for exÂ-amÂ-ple, for whom no [slope] is too steep when skiÂ-ing, but who inÂ-vest their monÂ-ey
in seÂ-cure govÂ-ernÂ-ment bonds. An idenÂ-tiÂ-cal risk proÂ-file can ofÂ-ten be found with their
chilÂ-dren.â€•Things are siÂ-mÂ-iÂ-lar with the willÂ-ingÂ-ness to trust, he added. â€œOf course our
reÂ-sults are based on a surÂ-vey,â€• said Falk. â€œHowÂ-evÂ-er, our exÂ-perÂ-iÂ-ments over the last few
years have shown that self-assessment is very conÂ-sistÂ-ent with acÂ-tuÂ-al charÂ-acÂ-ter traits.â€•Genes
that influence risk-taking have been reÂ-portÂ-ed in mice. In the Oct. 11, 2005 isÂ-sue of ProÂ-ceedÂ-ings
of the NaÂ-tioÂ-nÂ-al AcaÂ-deÂ-my of SciÂ-enÂ-ces, sciÂ-enÂ-tists deÂ-scribed findÂ-ing such a gene,
called neuÂ-roD2.Falkâ€™s surÂ-vey alÂ-so found that womÂ-en and their husÂ-bands alÂ-so tend to have
siÂ-mÂ-iÂ-lar atÂ-tiÂ-tudes on trust and risk-takÂ-ing. â€œEvery ecoÂ-nomÂ-ic deÂ-ciÂ-sion is risky,
whethÂ-er it is about buyÂ-ing shares, buildÂ-ing a house or just startÂ-ing to study at uniÂ-verÂ-siÂ-ty,â€•
Falk said. â€œOn the othÂ-er hand sucÂ-cess in busiÂ-ness alÂ-so inÂ-volves the right amount of
trust.â€•â€œIf chilÂ-dren are siÂ-mÂ-iÂ-lar to their parÂ-ents in their willÂ-ingÂ-ness to take risks and trust
othÂ-ers, they will ofÂ-ten make siÂ-mÂ-iÂ-lar deÂ-ciÂ-sions in ecoÂ-nomÂ-ic sitÂ-uÂ-aÂ-tions, too,â€•
Falk conÂ-tiÂ-nued. â€œOf course peoÂ-ple who come from a rich famÂ-iÂ-ly simpÂ-ly have betÂ-ter
chances in life.â€• ZuÂ-rich econÂ-oÂ-mist Ernst Fehr reÂ-centÂ-ly comÂ-pared the willÂ-ingÂ-ness to take
risks among AmerÂ-iÂ-cans and GerÂ-mans, usÂ-ing the same set of quesÂ-tions. U.S. inÂ-terÂ-vieÂ-wees
scored an avÂ-erÂ-age of 5.6, whereÂ-as GerÂ-mans scored 4.4, noÂ-ticeÂ-ably more cauÂ-tious, Falk
said.â€œThe U.S.A. is traÂ-diÂ-tionÂ-ally a counÂ-try of imÂ-miÂ-graÂ-tion,â€• he obÂ-served.
â€œProbÂ-aÂ-bly it is particularly peoÂ-ple who are prone to take risks that tend to emÂ-iÂ-grate; at least
there is reÂ-search pointÂ-ing in this diÂ-recÂ-tion. Our reÂ-sults add to this, showÂ-ing that the
willÂ-ingÂ-ness to take risks is someÂ-how â€˜inÂ-herÂ-itÂ-ed.â€™ This may exÂ-plain the
difÂ-ferÂ-ence.â€•
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