'Noah&€™s Ark' seed vault opens

by Bend_Weekly News_Sources

A vault designed to proA-tect vaA-nishA-ing seed vaA-rieA-ties for fuA-ture generA-aA-tA-ions opened Feb.
26 on areA-mote ArcA-tic isA-land.The Sval A-bard GlobA-al Seed Vault, a proA-ject of the NorA-weA-gian
goA-vernA-ment, reA-ceived inA-auA-guA-ral shipA-ments of 100 milA-lion seeds that origA-iA-natA-ed in
over 100 counA-tries.

The seed vault's entrance juts out from a mountainside. (Credit: Mari Tefre/Global Crop Diversity Trust)

With deA-posits rangA-ing from unA-ique vaA-riA-eties of AfA-riA-can and Asian food staA-ples such as
maize, rice, wheat, cowA-pea, and sorA-ghum to EuA-roA-peA-an and South AmerA-iA-can vaA-riA-eties of
eggA-plant, letA-tuce, barA-ley, and poA-taA-to, the first deA-posits repA-reA-sent what of A-fiA-cials called
the most comA-preA-henA-sive and diA-verse colA-lecA-tion of food crop seeds held anyA-where.At the
openA-ing cerA-eA-moA-ny, NorA-weA-gian Prime MinA-isA-ter Jens Stoltenberg unA-locked the
chamA-ber and, with AfA-riA-can NoA-bel Peace Prize-winning enA-viA-ronA-menA-talA-ist WanA-gari
Maathai, placed the first seeds inA-side. EuA-roA-peA-an ComA-misA-sion PresA-ident JosA© ManA-uA-€l
BarA-roso along with digA-niA-tarA-ies and agA-riA-cul A-ture exA-perts from around the globe deA-posited
adA-diA-tionA-a  seeds. NorA-weA-gian muA-siA-cians aA-so perA-formed a the openA-ing
cerA-eA-moA-ny, held 130 meters deep in a froA-zen mounA-tain.Built near the vilA-lage of
LongA-yearA-byen on the isA-land of SpitsA-berA-gen, NorA-way, the vault at its inA-cepA-tion conA-tains
268,000 disA-tinct seed samA-plesi€” each from a dif A-ferA-ent farm or field. Each samA-ple may conA-tain
hunA-dreds of seeds or more. In al, the day&€™s shipA-ments weighed some 10 tons.The vaullt is part of
what its proA-poA-nents call an unA-precA-eA-dentA-ed efA-fort to proA-tect the planA-eta€™s rapA-idly
diA-minA-ishA-ing bioA-diA-versA-ity. The geA-netA-ic diA-versA-ity of crops is esA-senA-tial for
food proA-ducA-tion, yet sciA-enA-tists say it4€™s beA-ing lost. The vault, dug deep inA-to the froA-zen
rock of an ArcA-tic mounA-tain, is meant to seA-cure for cenA-turies, or longA-er, hunA-dreds of milA-lions
of seeds repA-reA-senting eveA-ry imA-porA-tant crop vaA-riA-eA-ty availA-aA-ble in the world toA-day.
As well as proA-tecting against the daiA-ly loss of diA-versA-ity, the vault is alA-so seen as a last-resort
bulA-wark for restartA-ing agA-riA-cul A-turA-al proA-ducA-tion at the reA-gionA-a or globA-al levA-el in
the wake of a natA-uA-ral or man-made disA-asA-ter. ConA-tinA-genA-cies for cliA-mate change have been
worked inA-to the plan. Even in the worst-case sceA-narA-iA-os of globA-a warmA-ing, the vault rooms will
reA-main natA-uA-raA-ly froA-zen for up to 200 years, its deA-signA-ers say.&€oaWith cliA-mate change
and othA-er forcA-es threatA-enA-ing the diA-versA-ity of life that susA-tains our planA-et, NorA-way is
proud to be playA-ing a cenA-tral role in creA-atA-ing afacilA-ity caA-paA-ble of proA-tecting what are not
just seeds, but the funA-daA-menA-tal buildA-ing blocks of huA-man civA-ilA-izA-aA-tion,a€s said
NorA-waya€™s Prime MinA-isA-ter Jens Stoltenberg.
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