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A vault designed to proÂtect vaÂnishÂing seed vaÂrieÂties for fuÂture generÂaÂtÂions opened Feb.
26 on a reÂmote ArcÂtic isÂland.The SvalÂbard GlobÂal Seed Vault, a proÂject of the NorÂweÂgian
goÂvernÂment, reÂceived inÂauÂguÂral shipÂments of 100 milÂlion seeds that origÂiÂnatÂed in
over 100 counÂtries.  
 	
        The seed vault's entrance juts out from a mountainside. (Credit: Mari Tefre/Global Crop Diversity Trust)
	

With deÂposits rangÂing from unÂique vaÂriÂeties of AfÂriÂcan and Asian food staÂples such as
maize, rice, wheat, cowÂpea, and sorÂghum to EuÂroÂpeÂan and South AmerÂiÂcan vaÂriÂeties of
eggÂplant, letÂtuce, barÂley, and poÂtaÂto, the first deÂposits repÂreÂsent what ofÂfiÂcials called
the most comÂpreÂhenÂsive and diÂverse colÂlecÂtion of food crop seeds held anyÂwhere.At the
openÂing cerÂeÂmoÂny, NorÂweÂgian Prime MinÂisÂter Jens Stoltenberg unÂlocked the
chamÂber and, with AfÂriÂcan NoÂbel Peace Prize-winning enÂviÂronÂmenÂtalÂist WanÂgari
Maathai, placed the first seeds inÂside. EuÂroÂpeÂan ComÂmisÂsion PresÂident JosÃ© ManÂuÂel
BarÂroso along with digÂniÂtarÂies and agÂriÂculÂture exÂperts from around the globe deÂposited
adÂdiÂtionÂal seeds. NorÂweÂgian muÂsiÂcians alÂso perÂformed at the openÂing
cerÂeÂmoÂny, held 130 meters deep in a froÂzen mounÂtain.Built near the vilÂlage of
LongÂyearÂbyen on the isÂland of SpitsÂberÂgen, NorÂway, the vault at its inÂcepÂtion conÂtains
268,000 disÂtinct seed samÂplesâ€”each from a difÂferÂent farm or field. Each samÂple may conÂtain
hunÂdreds of seeds or more. In all, the dayâ€™s shipÂments weighed some 10 tons.The vault is part of
what its proÂpoÂnents call an unÂprecÂeÂdentÂed efÂfort to proÂtect the planÂetâ€™s rapÂidly
diÂminÂishÂing bioÂdiÂversÂity.        The geÂnetÂic diÂversÂity of crops is esÂsenÂtial for
food proÂducÂtion, yet sciÂenÂtists say itâ€™s beÂing lost. The vault, dug deep inÂto the froÂzen
rock of an ArcÂtic mounÂtain, is meant to seÂcure for cenÂturies, or longÂer, hunÂdreds of milÂlions
of seeds repÂreÂsenting eveÂry imÂporÂtant crop vaÂriÂeÂty availÂaÂble in the world toÂday.
As well as proÂtecting against the daiÂly loss of diÂversÂity, the vault is alÂso seen as a last-resort
bulÂwark for restartÂing agÂriÂculÂturÂal proÂducÂtion at the reÂgionÂal or globÂal levÂel in
the wake of a natÂuÂral or man-made disÂasÂter. ConÂtinÂgenÂcies for cliÂmate change have been
worked inÂto the plan. Even in the worst-case sceÂnarÂiÂos of globÂal warmÂing, the vault rooms will
reÂmain natÂuÂralÂly froÂzen for up to 200 years, its deÂsignÂers say.â€œWith cliÂmate change
and othÂer forcÂes threatÂenÂing the diÂversÂity of life that susÂtains our planÂet, NorÂway is
proud to be playÂing a cenÂtral role in creÂatÂing a facilÂity caÂpaÂble of proÂtecting what are not
just seeds, but the funÂdaÂmenÂtal buildÂing blocks of huÂman civÂilÂizÂaÂtion,â€• said
NorÂwayâ€™s Prime MinÂisÂter Jens Stoltenberg.  	
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