Canadian Liberal leader Parent dies
by UPI

OTTAWA - Gilbert Parent, former speaker of Canada's House of Commons, has died after a lengthy illness,
current Speaker Peter Milliken announced Tuesday.

Parent, 73, died Monday night, the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. reported.

Parent, a liberal who represented the Niagara region in Ontario province, served as speaker from 1994 to
2001. He wasfirst elected to Parliament in 1979. He lost his seat in 1984, then retook it four years later.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper offered his condolences to Parent's family.

Born in Mattawa, Parent, who was known as Gibby, worked as ateacher before entering politics.

The CBC didn't report the nature of hisillness or list any survivors.
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