Bush administration proposes to list polar bears as threatened
by Bend Weekly News Sources

SecÂ-reÂ-tary of the InÂ-teÂ-riÂ-or Dick KempÂ-thorne citÂ-ed cliÂ-mate change as a key reaÂ-son for
the threat to poÂ-lar bears. The stateÂ-ment prompted enÂ-viÂ-ronÂ-menÂ-talÂ-ists to see in the move a
posÂ-siÂ-bly maÂ-jor deÂ-parÂ-ture from the Bush adÂ-minÂ-isÂ-traÂ-tionâ€™s past inÂ-atÂ-tenÂ-tion to
the globÂ-al warmÂ-ing threat.â€œPoÂ-lar bears are one of naÂ-tureâ€™s ulÂ-tiÂ-mate surÂ-vivors, able to
live and thrive in one of the worldâ€™s harshÂ-est enÂ-viÂ-ronÂ-ments,â€• said KempÂ-thorne. â€œBut we
are conÂ-cerned the poÂ-lar bearsâ€™ habÂ-iÂ-tat may litÂ-erÂ-alÂ-ly be meltÂ-ing.â€•
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Olsen, USFWSEnÂ-viÂ-ronÂ-menÂ-talÂ-ists hoped that recÂ-ogÂ-niÂ-tion of the threat would mean the
U.S. govÂ-ernÂ-ment would begÂ-in to force polÂ-luters to limÂ-it emisÂ-sions of greenÂ-house gasÂ-es,
which sciÂ-enÂ-tists see as largeÂ-ly reÂ-sponÂ-siÂ-ble for the cliÂ-mate change. InÂ-dusÂ-tÂ-riÂ-al
acÂ-tivÂ-iÂ-ties and auÂ-toÂ-moÂ-biles are key sources of the gasÂ-es.The proÂ-posÂ-al is â€œa
vicÂ-toÂ-ry for the poÂ-lar bear, and all wildÂ-life threatÂ-ened by globÂ-al warmÂ-ing,â€• said Kassie
Siegel, a lawÂ-yer for the TucÂ-son, Ariz.-based CenÂ-ter for BiÂ-oÂ-logÂ-iÂ-cal DiÂ-verÂ-siÂ-ty.A study
pubÂ-lished this month sugÂ-gested ArcÂ-tic sumÂ-mers could be nearÂ-ly ice-free by 2040, a disÂ-asÂ-ter
for poÂ-lar bears and othÂ-er speÂ-cies that live on the ice. The Fish and WildÂ-life ServÂ-ice will use the
next year to gathÂ-er more inÂ-forÂ-maÂ-tion beÂ-fore deÂ-ciÂ-ding whethÂ-er to list the speÂ-cies,
KempÂ-thorne said.â€œI am diÂ-rectÂ-ing the U.S. Fish and WildÂ-life ServÂ-ice and the U.S.
GeÂ-oÂ-logÂ-iÂ-cal SurÂ-vey to agÂ-gresÂ-siveÂ-ly work with the pubÂ-lic and the sciÂ-enÂ-tifÂ-ic
comÂ-muÂ-niÂ-ty over the next year to broadÂ-en our unÂ-derstanding of what is hapÂ-penÂ-ing with the
speÂ-cies. This inÂ-forÂ-maÂ-tion will be viÂ-tal to the ulÂ-tiÂ-mate deÂ-ciÂ-sion on whethÂ-er the
speÂ-cies should be listÂ-ed,â€• KempÂ-thorne said.The proÂ-posÂ-al cites the threat to poÂ-lar bear
popÂ-uÂ-laÂ-tions caused by reÂ-cedÂ-ing sea ice, which bears use as a platÂ-form to hunt for prey.
StudÂ-ies have reÂ-vealed a deÂ-cline in late sumÂ-mer ArcÂ-tic sea ice to the exÂ-tent of 7.7 peÂ-rÂ-cent
per decÂ-ade and in the peÂ-rennial sea ice arÂ-ea of 9.8 peÂ-rÂ-cent per decÂ-ade since 1978,
KempÂ-thorne said. ObÂ-serÂ-vaÂ-tions have likeÂ-wise shown a thinÂ-ning of the ArcÂ-tic sea ice of 32
peÂ-rÂ-cent from the 1960s and 1970s to the 1990s in some loÂ-cal arÂ-eÂ-as.There are 19 poÂ-lar bear
popÂ-uÂ-laÂ-tions in the ArcÂ-tic, conÂ-tainÂ-ing an esÂ-tiÂ-matÂ-ed toÂ-tal of 20,000-25,000
bears. â€œWe have sufÂ-fiÂ-cient sciÂ-enÂ-tifÂ-ic evÂ-iÂ-dence of a threat to the speÂ-cies to warÂ-rant
proÂ-posÂ-ing it for listÂ-ing, but we still have a lot of work to do to enÂ-hance our sciÂ-enÂ-tifÂ-ic
modÂ-els and analÂ-yÂ-ses beÂ-fore makÂ-ing a fiÂ-nal deÂ-ciÂ-sion,â€• said U.S. Fish and WildÂ-life
ServÂ-ice DiÂ-recÂ-tor Dale Hall.â€œThe adÂ-minÂ-isÂ-traÂ-tion treats cliÂ-mate change very
seÂ-riÂ-ousÂ-ly and recÂ-ogÂ-nizes the role of greenÂ-house gasÂ-es in cliÂ-mate change,â€• the
InÂ-teÂ-riÂ-or DeÂ-partÂ-ment said in its stateÂ-ment anÂ-nouncÂ-ing the proÂ-posÂ-al WednesÂ-day.
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