Pot found to ease HIV-associated pain
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SmokA-ing maA-riA-jual-na reA-duced inA-tense foot pain asA-soA-ciA-atA-ed with HIV inA-fecA-tion
by 34 perA-cent in a ranA-domA-ized triA-al, reA-searchA-ers at the UniA-verA-siA-ty of California-San
FranA-cisA-co reA-port.

The smokA-ers3€™ pain reA-ducA-tion was found to be twice as much as that of a comA-parA-iA-son
group, who smoked maA-riA-juaA-na with the acA-tive inA-greA-diA-ent reA-moved.The clinA-iA-cal
triA-al was the first in many years in the UnitA-ed States, and helps fill in a maA-jor gap in knowA-lA-edge
reA-sultA-ing from the pauA-ciA-ty of such reA-search, said the uniA-verA-siA-tya€™s Igor
Grant. &€ceThere has been inA-sufA-fiA-cient light shed on the posA-siA-ble therA-aA-peuA-tic valA-ue of
canA-naA-bisa€s or maA-riA-juaA-na, said Grant, a psyA-chiA-aA-triss who diA-rects the
uniA-verA-siA-tya€™s CenA-ter for MeA-dicA-iA-na CanA-naA-bis ReA-search. The study was the
first comA-pletA-ed of sevA-erA-a clinA-iA-cal triA-als of canA-naA-bis beA-ing conA-ducted unA-der the
cenA-terd€™s  ausA-picA-es, and the latA-est volA-ley in a decA-adeslong deA-bate over
maA-riA-juaA-nadE™s merA-its or danA-gers. One reA-cent paper proA-posed that the drug can be elA-ther
healthy or bad, deA-pendA-ing on the dose. The foot stuA-dy, pubA-lished in the FebA-ruA-ary 13 isA-sue of
the reA-search jourA-nal NeuA-rolA-oA-gy, looked at 50 peoA-ple with HIV-asA-soA-ciA-atA-ed
senA-soA-ry  neuA-ropA-aA-thy, a painA-ful and ofA-ten deA-bilA-iA-tatA-ing conA-diA-tion.
OcA-curA- ring usuA-alA- -ly in the feet and charA-acA-terA-ized at times by tingling, numbA-ness,
pins-and- neeA-dles senA-saA-tions, burnA-ing, and sharp inA-tense pain, seA-vere cases can make
walkA-ing or standA-ing difA-fiA-cult.5€ceThere is a measA-urA-aA-ble medA-iA-cal benA-eA-fit to
smokA-ing canA-naA-bis for these paA-tients, &€+ said DonA-ald |. Abrams, the lead auA-thor. PaA-tients
smoked the study cigarettes three times a day for five days unA-der suA-perA-viA-sion. The
maA-riA-juaA-na reA-sponse &€oavas comA-paA-ral-ble to strong pain reA-lievA-ers we have studA-ied,
such as morA-phine, &€+ said co-auA-thor KarA-in L. PeA-tersen.
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