New Worldâ€™s first gunshot victim identified
by UPI

ArÂ-chaeÂ-oÂ-loÂ-gists have unÂ-covÂ-ered the skeÂ-lÂ-eÂ-ton of the first docÂ-uÂ-mented gunÂ-shot
vicÂ-tim in the New World in an InÂ-ca cemÂ-eÂ-tery outÂ-side LiÂ-ma, PeÂ-ru. The body is thought to be
the first foÂ-renÂ-sicÂ-ally provÂ-en casÂ-uÂ-alÂ-ty of the SpanÂ-ish conÂ-quest, one of 72 apÂ-parÂ-ent
vicÂ-tims of an upÂ-risÂ-ing against the conÂ-quisÂ-taÂ-dors.
The find, from a team led by PeÂ-ruvian arÂ-chaeÂ-oÂ-loÂ-gist and NaÂ-tional GeÂ-oÂ-graphÂ-ic
grantÂ-ee Guillermo Cock, was anÂ-nounced June 20 by the NaÂ-tional GeÂ-oÂ-graphÂ-ic SoÂ-ciÂ-eÂ-ty.
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Cock, who has worked more than 20 years to unÂ-derÂ-stand these InÂ-diÂ-an gravesites, had dug a test
trench in a hillÂ-side in the subÂ-urb of PuÂ-ruÂ-chuÂ-co at the reÂ-quest of the LiÂ-ma city
govÂ-ernÂ-ment, which planned a road there. In the trench, Cock and arÂ-chaeÂ-oÂ-loÂ-gist colÂ-league
ElÂ-eÂ-na GoyÂ-coÂ-chea struck a set of graves and conÂ-cludÂ-ed that the spot had been a
cemÂ-eÂ-tery. Since they beÂ-gan digÂ-ging in 2004, the team has exÂ-caÂ-vatÂ-ed about 500
skelÂ-eÂ-tons datÂ-ing back some 500 years to the InÂ-ca civÂ-ilÂ-izÂ-aÂ-tion. Called the â€œRoÂ-mans
of the New World,â€• the InÂ-ca conÂ-quered the enÂ-tire AnÂ-deÂ-an reÂ-gion unÂ-til their reign ended in
1532 with the SpanÂ-ish inÂ-vaÂ-sion.Cock found that 72 of the bodÂ-ies on the hillÂ-side had been
burÂ-ied withÂ-out the usuÂ-al InÂ-ca revÂ-erÂ-ence for death, such as beÂ-ing ritÂ-uÂ-ally wrapped,
placed in a crouched poÂ-siÂ-tion and facÂ-ing east. â€œThese bodÂ-ies were strangely burÂ-ied,â€• Cock
said. â€œThey were not facÂ-ing the right diÂ-recÂ-tion, they were tied up or hastily wrapped in a simÂ-ple
cloth, they had no ofÂ-ferÂ-ings and they were burÂ-ied at a shalÂ-low depth. Some of the bodÂ-ies alÂ-so
showed signs of terÂ-riÂ-ble viÂ-oÂ-lence. They had been hacked, torn, imÂ-paledâ€”inÂ-juries that looked
as if they had been caused by iron weaponÂ-sâ€”and sevÂ-erÂ-al had inÂ-juÂ-ries on their heads and faces
that looked as if they were caused by gunÂ-shots.â€•One of the skulls bore an enÂ-trance and exÂ-it wound,
and nearÂ-by a plug of bone that might have been blastÂ-ed out of the skull was found. At first, Cock thought
the holes in the skull were modÂ-ernâ€”reÂ-sultÂ-ing from vanÂ-dals. But the plug of bone, recovÂ-ered
inÂ-tact, reÂ-flected an imÂ-pact much less forceÂ-ful than any modÂ-ern gunÂ-shot and carÂ-ried a
disÂ-tinct conÂ-cave imÂ-print highly sugÂ-gesÂ-tive of a musÂ-ket ball, they said.
FurÂ-ther tests,
inÂ-cludÂ-ing scanÂ-ning for traces of metÂ-al, conÂ-firmed the hunch, they added. Edges of the holes in the
skull and the enÂ-tire bone plug were found to be imÂ-pregÂ-nated with fragÂ-ments of iron, a metÂ-al
someÂ-times used for SpanÂ-ish musÂ-ket balls. It apÂ-pears that a musÂ-ket ball less than an inch in
diÂ-amÂ-eÂ-ter had punched inÂ-to the back of the skull and passed through the head, leavÂ-ing pieces of
iron deep inÂ-side the bone that stayed there for 500 years.The guns used to inÂ-flict these inÂ-juÂ-ries
would have been some of the worldâ€™s first firearmsâ€”16th-century EuÂ-ropeâ€™s most adÂ-vanced
milÂ-iÂ-tary techÂ-nolÂ-oÂ-gy, acÂ-cordÂ-ing to milÂ-iÂ-tary hisÂ-toÂ-riÂ-an John GuilÂ-martin of West
Point MilÂ-iÂ-tary AcadÂ-eÂ-my. â€œThe Spaniards knew how to use them,â€• he said.Cock and his team
beÂ-lieve the killings took place in the sumÂ-mer of 1536 durÂ-ing an InÂ-ca upÂ-risÂ-ing against the
SpanÂ-ish ocÂ-cuÂ-piers led by FranÂ-cisÂ-co PiÂ-zarÂ-ro, known as the siege of LiÂ-ma. Among the 72
hastily burÂ-ied bodÂ-ies were sevÂ-erÂ-al womÂ-en and adoÂ-lesÂ-cents. Cock said these would not have
been solÂ-diers but atÂ-tenÂ-dants and supÂ-portÂ-ers of the warÂ-riors, who cooked, carÂ-ried supÂ-plies
and took care of the inÂ-jured.The bodÂ-ies were hastily burÂ-ied most likely beÂ-cause the InÂ-ca, in the
midst of the upÂ-risÂ-ing, had no time or reÂ-sources to bury their dead in the apÂ-proÂ-priÂ-ate,
traÂ-diÂ-tionÂ-al manÂ-ner.
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