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HouseÂcats around the world can now trace their anÂcesÂtry back to the Near EastÂern wildÂcat,
FeÂlis silÂvestris lyÂbica, reÂsearchÂers say afÂter a new DNA analÂyÂsis. 
 	
 DoÂmesÂtic cats come from a â€œfoundÂerâ€• popÂuÂlaÂtÂion of five or more feÂlines that were
doÂmesÂtiÂcatÂed in the FerÂtile CresÂcent zone of the Near East probably someÂtime over 9,000
years ago, they said.      A wildÂcat, FeÂlis silÂvestris lyÂbica, which was trapped as part of the
reÂsearch inÂto the orÂiÂgin of cat doÂmesÂtiÂcaÂtion. (ImÂage Â© SciÂence) 
These cats would have come from a lineÂage that split off from F. s. lyÂbica around 107,000 to 155,000
years ago. They likely beÂgan their asÂsociaÂtÂion with huÂmans by â€œfeedÂing on roÂdent pests
inÂfestÂing grain stores of the first farmÂers,â€• wrote the reÂsearchÂers, reÂportÂing their
findÂings in the June 29 isÂsue of the reÂsearch jourÂnal SciÂence.The sciÂenÂtists, CarÂlos
DrisÂcoll of the UnÂiversÂity of OxÂford, U.K. and colÂleagues studÂied evÂoÂluÂtionÂary
relaÂtÂionÂships among doÂmesÂtic cats and the wild cat subÂspeÂcies: the EuÂroÂpeÂan
wildÂcat, the Near EastÂern wildÂcat, the CenÂtral Asian wildÂcat, the southÂern AfÂriÂcan
wildÂcat, and the ChinÂese desÂert cat.  
 	
 Wild and doÂmesÂtic cats have ofÂten inÂterÂbred so closely that itâ€™s alÂmost imÂposÂsiÂble
to tell the two apart, they notÂed. The doÂmesÂtic cat is someÂtimes conÂsidÂered a subÂspeÂcies
of its own, F. s. catus, though techÂnicÂally â€œdoÂmesÂtic catâ€• can mean any doÂmesÂtiÂcatÂed
feÂline.UsÂing geÂnetÂic maÂteÂriÂal from 979 cats, DrisÂcoll and colÂleagues anÂaÂlyzed the
variaÂtÂion among DNA seÂquences at a vaÂriÂeÂty of â€œmarkÂerâ€• spots withÂin the genomes,
to deÂterÂmine which lineÂages were most closely reÂlatÂed. They found that each of the
subÂspeÂcies as well as doÂmesÂtic cats fell inÂto a disÂtinct, geÂnetÂicÂally reÂlatÂed group,
or â€œclade.â€• One clade inÂcludÂed doÂmesÂtic cats and some wildÂcats from the MidÂdle East,
sugÂgestÂing that this group stems from the anÂcesÂtral foundÂer populaÂtÂion of all doÂmesÂtic
cats, they wrote.  	
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