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HouseA-cats around the world can now trace their anA-cesA-try back to the Near EastA-ern wildA-cat,
FeA-lissilA-vestrislyA-bica, reA-searchA-ers say afA-ter anew DNA analA-yA-sis.

DoA-mesA-tic cats come from a &€odfoundA-era€s popA-uA-laA-tA-ion of five or more feA-lines that were
doA-mesA-tiA-catA-ed in the FerA-tile CresA-cent zone of the Near East probably someA-time over 9,000
years ago, they said. A wildA-cat, FeA-lis silA-vestris lyA-bica, which was trapped as part of the
reA-search inA-to the orA-iA-gin of cat doA-mesA-tiA-caA-tion. (ImA- ageA© SciA-ence)

These cats would have come from a lineA-age that split off from F. s. lyA-bica around 107,000 to 155,000
years ago. They likely beA-gan their asA-sociaA-tA-ion with huA-mans by a€odeedA-ing on roA-dent pests
inA-festA-ing grain stores of the first farmA-ers,a@€s wrote the reA-searchA-ers, reA-portA-ing their
findA-ings in the June 29 isA-sue of the reA-search jourA-nal SciA-ence.The sciA-enA-tists, CarA-los
DrisA-coll of the UnA-iversA-ity of OxA-ford, U.K. and colA-leagues studA-ied evA-oA-luA-tionA-ary
relaA-tA-ionA-ships among doA-mesA-tic cats and the wild cat subA-speA-cies: the EuA-roA-peA-an
wildA-cat, the Near EastA-ern wildA-cat, the CenA-tral Asian wildA-cat, the southA-ern AfA-riA-can
wildA-cat, and the ChinA-ese desA-ert cat.

Wild and doA-mesA-tic cats have of A-ten inA-terA-bred so closely that itA&€™s alA-most imA-posA-siA-ble

to tell the two apart, they notA-ed. The doA-mesA-tic cat is someA-times conA-sidA-ered a subA-speA-cies
of itsown, F. s. catus, though techA-nicA-ally &€osloA-mesA-tic cata€s can mean any doA-mesA-tiA-catA-ed
feA-line.UsA-ing geA-netA-ic maA-teA-riA-al from 979 cats, DrisA-coll and col A-leagues anA-aA-lyzed the
variaA-tA-ion among DNA seA-quences at avaA-riA-eA-ty of &€camarkA-era€s spots withA-in the genomes,
to deA-terA-mine which lineA-ages were most closely reA-latA-ed. They found that each of the
subA-speA-cies as well as doA-mesA-tic cats fell inA-to a disA-tinct, geA-netA-icA-ally reA-latA-ed group,
or &€oxclade.5€» One clade inA-cludA-ed doA-mesA-tic cats and some wildA-cats from the MidA-dle East,
sugA-gestA-ing that this group stems from the anA-cesA-tral foundA-er populaA-tA-ion of all doA-mesA-tic
cats, they wrote.
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