Blacks who kill whites most likely to be executed, study finds
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In the United States, blacks conÂ-victed of killÂ-ing whites are not only more likely than othÂ-er killÂ-ers to
get a death senÂ-tenceâ€”theyâ€™re alÂ-so likeÂ-liÂ-er to acÂ-tuÂ-ally be exÂ-eÂ-cutÂ-ed, a new study
sugÂ-gests.The chances of beÂ-ing conÂ-demned and of beÂ-ing put to death are quite difÂ-ferÂ-ent, as
â€œless than 10 perÂ-cent of those givÂ-en the death senÂ-tence evÂ-er get exÂ-eÂ-cutÂ-ed,â€• said
DaÂ-vid JaÂ-cobs, co-author of the study. Most of the othÂ-ers have their senÂ-tences overÂ-turned on
apÂ-peal, he exÂ-plained.
ExÂ-eÂ-cuÂ-tion chamÂ-ber in San QuenÂ-tin State PrisÂ-on, CaÂ-lif., where
death row inÂ-mates die by leÂ-thal inÂ-jecÂ-tion. (ImÂ-age courÂ-teÂ-sy CaÂ-lif. Dept. of
CorÂ-recÂ-tions & ReÂ-haÂ-bilÂ-iÂ-taÂ-tion)
The new finding â€œsugÂ-gests our jusÂ-tice sysÂ-tem places greatÂ-er valÂ-ue on white lives, even afÂ-ter
senÂ-tences are handÂ-ed down,â€• added JaÂ-cobs, a soÂ-ciÂ-olÂ-oÂ-gist at Ohio State UnÂ-iversÂ-ity in
CoÂ-lumÂ-bus, Ohio. This apÂ-parÂ-ently is the first study to exÂ-amÂ-ine whethÂ-er the race of murÂ-der
vicÂ-tims afÂ-fects the probÂ-aÂ-bilÂ-ity that a conÂ-victed killÂ-er gets the ulÂ-tiÂ-mate
punÂ-ishÂ-ment, JaÂ-cobs said. The findÂ-ings apÂ-pear in the AuÂ-gust isÂ-sue of the reÂ-search
jourÂ-nal AmerÂ-iÂ-can SoÂ-ciÂ-oÂ-loÂ-gÂ-iÂ-cal ReÂ-view. The study exÂ-amÂ-ined outÂ-comes of
1,560 peoÂ-ple senÂ-tenced to death in 16 states from 1973 to 2002. These 16 states were choÂ-sen
beÂ-cause they had the comÂ-plete daÂ-ta that the reÂ-searchÂ-ers needed for the stuÂ-dy. A black who
killed a white perÂ-son has twice the risk of beÂ-ing exÂ-eÂ-cutÂ-ed than a white perÂ-son who killed a
non-white, he said. â€œThe fact that blacks who kill non-whites acÂ-tuÂ-ally are less likely to be
exÂ-eÂ-cutÂ-ed than blacks who kill whites shows there is a strong raÂ-cial biÂ-as here,â€• JaÂ-cobs said.
â€œBlacks are most likely to pay the ulÂ-tiÂ-mate price when their vicÂ-tims are white.â€• HisÂ-panÂ-ics
who killed whites were alÂ-so more likely to be exÂ-eÂ-cutÂ-ed than were whites who killed non-whites, the
study found. But the risk of exÂ-eÂ-cuÂ-tion was not as strong for HisÂ-panÂ-ics who killed whites as they
were for blacks who killed whites.The study alÂ-so reÂ-inÂ-forced preÂ-viÂ-ous findÂ-ings by JaÂ-cobs
that the likeÂ-liÂ-hood of a leÂ-gal death penÂ-alÂ-ty was greatÂ-er in states with highÂ-er proÂ-porÂ-tions
of black resÂ-iÂ-dents, an ideÂ-oÂ-logÂ-icÂ-ally more conÂ-servÂ-aÂ-tive populaÂ-tÂ-ion, and in states
where there was greatÂ-er supÂ-port for ReÂ-pubÂ-liÂ-can canÂ-diÂ-dates. In the new reÂ-search,
JaÂ-cobs found that exÂ-eÂ-cuÂ-tion probÂ-aÂ-bilÂ-iÂ-ties inÂ-crease in states along with the
populaÂ-tÂ-ion of AfÂ-riÂ-can AmerÂ-iÂ-cans, up to a point. But when the populaÂ-tÂ-ion of blacks
reaches about 16 perÂ-cent of the populaÂ-tÂ-ion, exÂ-eÂ-cuÂ-tions start to deÂ-crease. Probably at that
point, AfÂ-riÂ-can-AmerÂ-iÂ-cans have enough votes and poÂ-litÂ-iÂ-cal inÂ-fluÂ-ence withÂ-in a state to
reÂ-duce the numÂ-ber of exÂ-eÂ-cuÂ-tions, JaÂ-cobs said.
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